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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Chen Education and Development Empowerment (CEDE), through the Alliance for Action on 

Pesticides in Nigeria (AAPN) and with support from Heinrich Böll Stiftung (HBS) Abuja, 

implemented the "Deadly Pesticides: Advocacy on the Dangerous Effects of Highly Hazardous 

Pesticides and Social Media Awareness" project between April and June 2023. 

The project was designed to increase awareness on the dangers associated with Highly Hazardous 

Pesticides (HHPs), strengthen media and stakeholder engagement, promote safer agricultural 

alternatives, and advocate for stronger pesticide governance in Nigeria. 

Activities included a two-day study tour and media capacity-building workshop at the Be the Help 

Foundation (BHF) Agroecology Farm in Yangoji, Kwali area council, Abuja, stakeholder 

engagements, expert presentations, and a three-month digital awareness campaign under the 

hashtag #DeadlyPesticides. 

The project successfully increased public awareness, strengthened advocacy for pesticide 

regulation, promoted agroecological practices, and enhanced collaboration among media 

practitioners, civil society organizations, environmental advocates, and development partners. 
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BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 

Pesticides are substances used to prevent, destroy, or control pests that affect agricultural 

production. They include insecticides, herbicides, fungicides, and other chemical or biological 

agents used to protect crops. 

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), pesticides are categorized based on their 

toxicity into: 

• Extremely Hazardous  

• Highly Hazardous  

• Moderately Hazardous  

• Slightly Hazardous; and  

• Unlikely to Present Acute Hazard.  

Although pesticides contribute to crop protection, increasing evidence shows that excessive and 

unsafe use of Highly Hazardous Pesticides (HHPs) poses severe risks to: 

• Human health  

• Biodiversity  

• Soil fertility  

• Water systems  

• Food safety; and  

• Long-term agricultural productivity.  

Globally, approximately 385 million cases of pesticide poisoning are recorded annually. 

In Nigeria, pesticide poisoning incidents are frequently reported, while many pesticides used in 

the country have already been banned or restricted in Europe and other regions because of their 

harmful health and environmental impacts. 

Nigeria's dependence on hazardous pesticides has also negatively affected agricultural exports. 

Products exported to Europe and the United States have repeatedly been rejected due to excessive 

pesticide residues. 

Despite these concerns, public awareness remains low, regulatory frameworks remain weak, and 

sustainable alternatives receive inadequate support. 

To contribute to national dialogue and policy reform, CEDE implemented the Deadly Pesticides 

Project. 

 

 

 



 

PROJECT GOAL 

To increase public awareness on the dangers of Highly Hazardous Pesticides and promote policy 

reforms and sustainable agricultural alternatives that protect human health, biodiversity, and the 

environment. 

 

 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

The project sought to: 

1. Increase awareness of the health, environmental, and economic consequences of 

Highly Hazardous Pesticides.  

2. Strengthen media engagement on pesticide-related issues.  

3. Promote agroecology and sustainable farming practices.  

4. Encourage policy dialogue on pesticide governance in Nigeria.  

5. Advocate for stronger regulatory mechanisms and safer alternatives.  

Mobilize digital platforms for public sensitization and advocacy. 

 

PROJECT DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION APPROACH 

The project adopted a multi-stakeholder approach involving: 

• Media practitioners;  

• Social media influencers;  

• Civil society organizations;  

• Environmental advocates;  

• Agricultural stakeholders;  

• Development partners;  

• Radio broadcasters; and  

• Policy advocates.  

 

The project combined: 

• Capacity building;  

• Field-based learning;  

• Stakeholder engagement;  

• Digital advocacy; and  

• Public awareness campaigns.  



 

KEY ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED 

Activity 1: Study Tour to Yangoji Agroecology Farm 

 

A study visit was organized to the Be the Help Foundation (BHF) Agroecology Farm, Yangoji, 

Kwali Area Council, Abuja. 

Participants observed: 

• Agroecological farming systems;  

• Crop diversification techniques;  

• Natural pest control approaches;  

• Sustainable agricultural practices; and  

• Alternatives to synthetic pesticides.  

The study tour demonstrated that productivity can be maintained without dependence on harmful 

chemical pesticides. 

 

Activity 2: Expert Presentations and Stakeholder Dialogue 



 

Participants received technical presentations from international and local experts. 

Global Perspective of Pesticide Industry, Trade and Use 

Dr. Silke Bollmohr (Eco-Trac Consulting, Germany) presented evidence showing: 

• Continued growth in pesticide imports in Africa;  

• Increasing use of Highly Hazardous Pesticides;  

• Environmental consequences of pesticide dependence.  

Time for a Detox in Agriculture in Nigeria 

Donald Ikenna Ofoegbu (Heinrich Böll Stiftung Abuja) highlighted: 

• Rising pesticide poisoning incidents;  

• Nigeria's dependence on chemical pesticides;  

• The need for safer alternatives and improved regulation.  

 

Activity 3: Address by Heinrich Böll Stiftung 

The Country Director of Heinrich Böll Stiftung Abuja, Jochen Luckscheiter, emphasized that: 

• Excessive pesticide use threatens public health;  

• Soil fertility declines over time under chemical-intensive farming systems;  

• Agroecology provides sustainable long-term solutions;  

• Regulatory reforms are essential.  

Activity 4: Advocacy for Stronger Regulation 



 

CEDE called for: 

• A comprehensive pesticide control law  

• Protection against internationally banned pesticides 

• Compensation mechanisms for victims of pesticide poisoning  

• Environmental remediation measures  

• Consumer safety protections. 

Activity 5: Capacity Building Workshop 

 

The second day focused on: 

• Highly Hazardous Pesticides and their impacts;  

• Existing regulatory institutions;  

• Policy gaps in Nigeria;  

• Media advocacy;  

• Public awareness strategies.  

 

 

 

 



PESTICIDE REGULATORY CONTEXT IN NIGERIA 

Participants reviewed existing regulatory instruments, including: 

1. Drugs and Related Products Act (1996);  

2. Pesticide Registration Regulations (2019);  

3. Guidelines for Pesticide Registration.  

The workshop also examined the role of NAFDAC in regulating: 

• Importation;  

• Exportation;  

• Manufacturing;  

• Advertisement;  

• Distribution;  

• Sale; and  

• Use of pesticides.  

Discussions noted that NAFDAC had commenced review processes to phase out some hazardous 

active ingredients, including: 

• Ametryn;  

• Chlorpyrifos;  

• Anthraquinone;  

• Thiamethoxam; and  

• Methomyl.  

 

KEY ADVOCACY ISSUES IDENTIFIED  

Participants highlighted several systemic challenges: 

Weak Regulatory Framework 

Nigeria currently lacks a dedicated pesticide control law and a publicly accessible national 

pesticide policy. 

Poor Public Awareness 

Many farmers and consumers remain unaware of pesticide risks. 

Weak Inter-Agency Coordination 

Collaboration among relevant agencies remains limited. 

Limited Support for Agroecology 



Government interventions continue to favour chemical-intensive agriculture. 

Double Standards in International Pesticide Trade 

Chemicals banned in developed countries continue to be exported to countries with weaker 

regulations. 

Misconceptions Around Food Security 

The assumption that food security depends on heavy pesticide use remains widespread. 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA AWARENESS CAMPAIGN 

Following the workshop, ten social media influencers were engaged to implement a three-month 

campaign under the hashtag: 

#DeadlyPesticides 

Campaign Objectives 

• Increase public awareness;  

• Promote food safety;  

• Encourage safer agricultural practices;  

• Stimulate public conversations around pesticide regulation.  

Social Media Practitioners Present 

1. @Cableng 

2. @IamUncleMark 

3. @naijacynth 

4. @bammybestowed 

5. @virtuousi 

6. @Officialbolanlebabs 

7. @Lazywrita 

8. (@Ijawphilosopher  

9. (@Nubianprinz 

 

 

 

A WhatsApp coordination platform was created to facilitate: 

• Content development;  

• Campaign planning;  

• Coordination among participants.  

OTHER PARTICIPANTS 



Radio Broadcaster 

• Bigmo, Cool/Wazobia/Info FM  

Civil Society Representative 

• Ms. Folake Anjorin, National Healthy Ageing Initiative (NAHI)  

Media Practitioners and Journalists 

Participants from several national media organizations attended and provided extensive coverage. 

 

KEY MESSAGES SHARED DURING THE CAMPAIGN 

The campaign highlighted: 

• Economic losses from export rejections;  

• Weak pesticide regulation;  

• Need for stronger laws;  

• Health impacts of pesticide poisoning;  

• Importance of agroecology and Integrated Pest Management (IPM);  

• Consumer protection and food safety concerns.  

 

MEDIA COVERAGE 

The project received coverage from: 

• Leadership Newspaper;  

• Blueprint Newspaper;  

• Daily Independent;  

• THISDAY;  

• Daily Trust;  

• Voice of Nigeria;  

• News Agency of Nigeria (NAN);  

• RealNews Magazine;  

• Environment News Nigeria;  

• Newsspec Nigeria;  

• The Times Nigeria;  

• GazetteNG;  

• Sharp Edge News.  

This significantly expanded the reach of the campaign nationwide. 

 



 

PROJECT RESULTS 

The project achieved: 

Increased Awareness 

Stakeholders gained better understanding of pesticide risks. 

Strengthened Media Engagement 

Journalists and influencers amplified public conversations. 

Improved Stakeholder Collaboration 

Partnerships among CSOs, media, and development actors were strengthened. 

Promotion of Agroecology 

Participants gained practical exposure to sustainable farming alternatives. 

Stronger Policy Advocacy 

The project increased calls for regulatory reforms. 

 

IMPACT 

The project contributed to: 

• Greater public awareness on Highly Hazardous Pesticides  

• Increased national conversations around food safety  

• Strengthened advocacy for policy reform  

• Promotion of environmentally sustainable agriculture  

• Enhanced recognition of links between health, agriculture, and economic development.  

The project further reinforced CEDE's position as a leading voice on evidence-based advocacy and 

sustainable development in Nigeria. 

 

 

LESSONS LEARNED 

1. Media practitioners are effective partners for policy advocacy.  

2. Social media provides cost-effective platforms for public awareness.  

3. Field visits enhance understanding and improve advocacy outcomes.  

4. Multi-stakeholder collaboration strengthens campaign impact.  

5. Sustainable agriculture messaging resonates strongly with stakeholders. 



Selected Media Reports on Highly Hazardous Pesticide-Related Health Incidents in Nigeria 

As part of the advocacy campaign, CEDE and its partners compiled documented media reports of 

suspected pesticide-related food poisoning and toxic exposure incidents across Nigeria. These 

incidents demonstrated the devastating human consequences associated with unsafe pesticide use 

and highlighted the urgent need for stronger pesticide regulation, public awareness, and consumer 

protection. 

The compilation showed that pesticide poisoning incidents have affected children, pregnant 

women, entire families, and communities across different states of the country. 

 

Reported Incidents 

Year Location Reported Incident 

2022 
Danbaza Village, Maradun LGA, 

Zamfara State 

Seven members of a family reportedly died from food 

poisoning. 

2021 
Danzanke Village, Isa LGA, 

Sokoto State 

Twenty-four family members reportedly died following 

food poisoning. 

2021 
Jangeme Village, Gusau LGA, 

Zamfara State 

Ten children from one family reportedly died from food 

poisoning. 

2021 Ofori Village, Kwara State 
Four members of a family reportedly died after 

consuming contaminated food. 

2021 Ilorin East LGA, Kwara State 
Three persons reportedly died from suspected pesticide-

related poisoning. 

2021 Ibadan, Oyo State 
An outbreak of food poisoning reportedly claimed about 

twenty lives. 

2021 Ihiala LGA, Anambra State 
Five persons reportedly died from suspected pesticide-

related food poisoning. 

2021 Isiala Mbano LGA, Imo State 
Five persons reportedly died from suspected pesticide-

related food poisoning. 

2021 Katsina State 
Twenty-six persons survived food poisoning, including 

twenty children and six adults. 

2020 Oyobi Village, Benue State 
Pesticide contamination reportedly caused the deaths of 

nearly 300 villagers.  



Year Location Reported Incident 

2020 
Ogida Quarters, Benin City, Edo 

State 
Seven persons reportedly died from food poisoning. 

2020 Minjibir LGA, Kano State 
Nineteen food poisoning cases were reported, with two 

deaths recorded. 

2019 
Moda Village, Anka LGA, 

Zamfara State 

Fourteen persons reportedly died after consuming 

contaminated food. 

2019 
Danko-Wasagu LGA, Kebbi 

State 

Four persons reportedly died after eating guinea corn 

meal. 

2019 Afikpo North LGA, Ebonyi State Four persons reportedly died from food poisoning. 

2018 Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State 
Four persons reportedly died after consuming 

contaminated amala. 

2018 Dukku/Dome Area, Gombe State 
About 120 students were hospitalized following a 

poisoning outbreak. 

2017 
Anaba Village, Magama LGA, 

Niger State 

Seven members of a family reportedly died from food 

poisoning. 

2017 Kadarko Village, Kaura LGA 
A pregnant woman and two children reportedly died 

from poisoning. 

2016 Okene LGA, Kogi State 
Six deaths were reportedly recorded following food 

poisoning. 

2015 Ode-Irele, Ondo State Twenty-three cases and eighteen deaths were reported.  

2014 Lagos State 
Fourteen persons reportedly died after consuming 

contaminated beans. 

2011 Biu LGA, Borno State 
Nineteen deaths and over one hundred hospitalizations 

were reported. 

2011 Adamawa State 
Six members of a family reportedly died after eating 

suspected poisoned bean cake. 

2008 
Bekwarra LGA, Cross River 

State 

One hundred and twelve persons were hospitalized and 

two children reportedly died. 

 

 



Significance of the Reported Incidents 

These documented incidents underscored the following realities: 

• Unsafe pesticide use poses serious risks to human health and food safety.  

• Children and vulnerable populations are disproportionately affected.  

• Weak regulatory systems and low public awareness continue to expose communities to 

preventable harm.  

• Improved pesticide monitoring, stronger legislation, and increased public education are 

urgently needed.  

• Safer alternatives such as agroecology, Integrated Pest Management (IPM), and 

biopesticides should be promoted.  

Important Note 

Most of the incidents above were compiled from media reports and public records used during the 

advocacy campaign and may not have undergone formal toxicological investigation to 

conclusively establish causation. Nevertheless, they illustrate the recurring nature of food 

poisoning and chemical exposure incidents in Nigeria and reinforce the need for precautionary 

approaches to pesticide management. 

This evidence formed part of the advocacy messages disseminated through the #DeadlyPesticides 

social media campaign and stakeholder engagements implemented by CEDE, the Alliance for 

Action on Pesticides in Nigeria (AAPN), and Heinrich Böll Stiftung Abuja. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

CEDE recommends: 

1. Development of a comprehensive National Pesticide Policy.  

2. Passage of stronger pesticide control legislation.  

3. Increased public investment in agroecology and biopesticides.  

4. Improved coordination among regulatory institutions.  

5. Strengthened public awareness campaigns.  

6. Increased support for research and innovation in sustainable agriculture.  

Greater protection for consumers and victims of pesticide poisoning. 

 

 

 

 



CONCLUSION 

The Deadly Pesticides: Advocacy on the Dangerous Effects of Highly Hazardous Pesticides 

and Social Media Awareness Project successfully raised awareness on the dangers posed by 

Highly Hazardous Pesticides and stimulated dialogue on safer alternatives and policy reform. 

Through strategic partnerships, media engagement, digital advocacy, and practical learning, the 

project demonstrated that evidence-based advocacy and multi-stakeholder collaboration can 

contribute meaningfully to healthier food systems, environmental sustainability, and improved 

agricultural governance in Nigeria. 

CEDE remains committed to advancing policies and practices that protect public health, strengthen 

food safety, and promote sustainable agricultural development for present and future generations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



News article of the Study Tour –  

1. Mark Itsibor – Leadership - https://leadership.ng/experts-urge-moderate-application-of-

pesticides-on-crops/  

2. Benjamin Umuteme – Blueprint - https://www.blueprint.ng/indiscriminate-use-of-

pesticides-changing-the-narrative/  

3. Chidi Ugwu – Daily Independent - https://independent.ng/half-of-pesticides-registered-

in-nigeria-are-banned-in-europe-expert/  

4. Folalumi – Thisday - https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2023/04/13/ngos-partners-

media-to-halt-large-usage-of-hazardous-pesticides  

5. Angela – NAN - https://www.nannews.ng/2023/04/14/expert-cautions-farmers-on-use-of-

pesticides/  

6. Daily Trust - https://dailytrust.com/ngo-calls-for-legislation-to-control-harmful-

pesticides-production/  

7. Newsspecng - https://newsspecng.com/2023/04/14/farmers-urged-to-exercise-coution-

when-using-pesticides/  

8. Voice of Nigeria - https://von.gov.ng/expert-cautions-farmers-on-use-of-pesticides-on-

crops/  

9. Thetimes.com.ng - https://www.thetimes.com.ng/2023/04/expert-cautions-farmers-on-

use-of-pesticides/  

10. Real news magazine - https://realnewsmagazine.net/expert-cautions-farmers-on-use-of-

pesticides/  

11. Gazettengr.com - https://gazettengr.com/expert-cautions-farmers-on-use-of-pesticides/  

12. Environewsnigeria.com - https://www.environewsnigeria.com/expert-cautions-farmers-

on-use-of-pesticides/  

13. Sharpedgenews.com - https://sharpedgenews.com/farmers-urged-to-exercise-coution-

when-using-pesticides/  

 

Some Written Newspaper Article Publication 

•  https://www.vanguardngr.com/2023/04/food-not-poison/  

• https://bodexng.com/2023/04/food-not-poison-by-anda-damisa/  

• https://guardian.ng/opinion/import-food-not-poison-into-nigeria-please/  

• https://www.instagram.com/p/Crv_Krxrw9z/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=  
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